VoL 176 Mo, 229

TUESDAY

The Post-Journal

FEBRUARY 4, 2003

Scouts Keep Camp Merz Land

By MICHAEL ZABRODSKY
The Allegheny Highlands Boy Scout
Counci] has plans w0 sell & tract

of nd at - ¢
*“The bcoﬁrhn voled o cancel the

li for the nemaining lakefront parcel
that bseen oiffered for wile {approxi-
mabcly S foet) and will not be selling
it,"" sl Mark 8. Willlams, council rﬁ
ident. *“We believe this decision ks ¢

!\'ﬁ'ﬂ!"i bt intermen,””
illiams said be is happy with the
dectiion and sasd i1 ks the comect one.

**It was o long journey to get 1o that posi

thom, but it was wit poaded o
dao, Char m:gﬁlm or the council
that we i that,™ be said

Ic sabd the much-publicized contro-
versy over the proposad sale may have

made the councll rethink its plan. “You
have o listen bo your comstituents. [ saad
a long lime ago. we made a mistake in
:Ei-:tmmul:ath'u by oar mmermbers,”” he

The council agnoesl, hivwever, o sl a
sl ion. of |akefront land

“Afer much discussion the execwiive
Baoard vobed 1o accepd an offer from a
4] oo sl him | TV fesdt of lake-
front |and adjaeent (9 his,”" Williams
said. “*The realized from this
fale will go in our council endowement
.

The camp, encompassing abowt 366
wcres, bocated on Route 394, just outside
Mayville, has been in operation since
1935, two vears afier the propeny was
donated as a gift for Boy Scouts by the

“You have to listen to your
constituents. | said a long
time ago, we made a
mistake in not
communicating to our
members.”
Miark 5. Wilkams,

Alggtsty Hightinds Boy Soouf Cooncl
Eale FPrank Mere, 3 Jarnesiowan Banker,

Lasi year, the councl] had proposed

selling aboat B0 acres of area
pear the back of the camp and abom

S} fect of I.:ln:-l'nlu:';m Pty

"We alon decided 1o reject offers
ibai had beem made on the Back side of
the camp in response to oor Hsting
approximately 80 acres of land there
for sale,”” Whilliarmns said

He added a decision was made 1o
“focus'" on jplans for timber manage-
ment of the Camp Merz property, which
should result in some moch-peeded rev-
cnue bo the council endowment.

"I think it"s & better deal,”" sabd Mar-
iin Young, former scoutnuasier in Wesl-
fiekl. He sald inibe past, the coundil was
secretive and now ks a litle mose open

Williams said the board voted 1o
explore the ihility of selling building
Iods along back side of C Wlerz
on Momris Road as & way o coatinoe 1o

Bl the council™s endowment fund., The
exact acreage |5 unknowm, he said, bur it
5 less than the B0 acres thai was listad
earlier,

“Thas enay o may oot be feasible and
we are only studying this possibility,”
Willinms said. ““This arca is nol being
?tilin:d_ rl:nwmud.d-xﬁﬂm P 16 EnSer-
cre with | ration o Mere
now O i U ﬁtm_m i s

Joha Jabilonski 111 Cha wa Water-
shed Conservancy exccutive direcior, fis
also comfortable with the recent
asnouncement Last yesr, the corservan.
cy amd conncil had discussed wilys Lo

lamd arcuisd the camg, especial-
E}- the wateriront, and maybe to provide
unother option.

See SALE on Page A-1



build the council’s endowment fund. The
exact acreage is unknown, he said, but it
is less than the 80 acres that was listed
earlier.

““This may or may not be feasible and
we are only Stud%il;lg this possibility,”’
Williams said. ““This area is not being
utilized now and does not-appear to inter-
fere with the operation of Camp Merz
now or in the future.”’

John Jablonski III, Chautauqua Water-
shed Conservancy executive director, is
also comfortable with the recent
announcement. Last year, the conservan-
cy and council had discussed ways to

reserve land around the camp, especial-

y the waterfront, and maybe to provide
another option.
See SALE on Page A-1
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““‘Our interest was in preserv-
ing it and making sure it was
available for the use of Scouts
and the public,”” Jablonski said.
‘I am pleased to hear that they
are not going to sell it.”’

Williams said board will start
getting ready for a capital and
endowment drive to bring coun-
cil glmp-erﬁes and endowment up
to the level necessary to ensure
the continuity of camping and
scouting programs. He said a
needs assessment and feasibility
study will have to be completed
before a capital campaign.

A funding goal has not been
established yet. ‘"We need to do
the work in the coming year for a
capital campaign,’’ he said.




